
Volume 14(3), 157-160, 2010 
JOURNAL of Horticulture, Forestry and Biotechnology 

Small leaved and large leaved Lime trees in the parks of 
Timisoara 

 
Szekely G.1* , Silivasan M.1 

 
1Banat’s University of Agriculture Sciences and Veterinary Medicine Timisoara, Faculty of Horticulture and 
Sylviculture 
 
*Corresponding author. Email:gabi.szekely@gmail.com 
 
 
Abstract  Tilia is a frequent tree species that can be found in the streets and 
green spaces of Timisoara. There is nearly no park in the town where you 
cannot find this species in greater or smaller numbers. Thought it is not very 
often used for rows on the sides of the streets, you can still find it in many 
places. Generally speaking Tilia trees are a usual presence in the streets of 
many european countries.  They can be found especially on main streets, 
boulvards, alleys  in expensive quarters, and in many parks.  
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Tilia (Lime tree,Llinden)  
From temperate regions of asia, Europe and North 
America, this genus consists of 45 species of tall, 
handsome, decidous trees, often planted in avenues and 
streets because they are fast growing and withstand 
regular heavy pruning and atmospheric pollution. They 
are generally upright, with thick, buttressed trunks, and 
have a tendency to sucker. Rounded to heart-shaped 
leaves, held on thin stalks, briefly turn yellow in fall 
(autumn). The small, fragrant, cup – shaped cream 
flowers are borne in clusters in summer; each cluster 
has a whitish bract which persists and helps to disperse 
the fruits on the wind. Both flowers and bracts are 
dried to make linden tea. The fruits are small, round, 
hard, green berries. Several species are valued for their 
pale, strong but lightweight wood. Very frost-hardy, 
they do best in cool climates and prefer full sun, 
neutral, well-drained soil and plenty of water in dry 
periods. Even quite large trees can be readily 
transplanted during their winter dormancy. They 
propagate from seed in fall, from cuttings or by 
layering; selected forms and hybrids can be drafted in 
late summer.  
Tilia cordata Mill. (Tilia parvifolia Ehrh.) (small-
leafed linden, little-leafed linden). 
An inhabitant of European woodland, this species 
grows to 30m tall with a dome-shaped crown. Its 
leathery, round leaves 5 cm across, are bright green on 
top with pale undersides. Its small flowers are pale 
yellow and sweetly scented; the fruit are gray. This 
long-lived species can make a handsome specimen for 
parks and formal gardens where it has plenty of space. 
The soft whitish timber is often used for wood carving 
and musical instruments.  
Tilia platyphyllos Scop.(Tilia grandifolia Ehrh.) 
It is a deciduous tree native to much of Europe, 
including locally in southwestern Great Britain, 
growing on lime-rich soils. The common name Large-

leaved Linden is in standard use throughout the 
English-speaking world except in Britain, where it has 
largely (but not universally) been replaced by the name 
Large-leaved Lime. It is frequently planted as an 
ornamental tree in parks, or as a shade tree or a lawn 
tree. It has been introduced in the US (New England).It 
is a narrowly domed tree with a moderate growth rate, 
and can eventually attain a height of 40 m. The 
reddish-brown young stems later develop dark gray 
bark with fine fissures and furrows. The branches 
spread upwards at wide angles. The twigs are reddish-
green and slightly pubescent leaves. The foliage 
consists of simple, alternately arranged leaves. As 
indicated by its common name, this tree has larger 
leaves than the related.  
Justitie Park (Park of Justice) is situated in the center 
of Timisoara, near the town hall, in an area surrounded   
by large boulevards and on one part by the river Bega. 
The park has nice old trees of different species, while 
the grassy areas are smaller in size. There a few 
monuments too. The total surface of the Tilia 
platyphyillos trees crowns is 28,26m2. There are 26 
individuals belonging to this species in the park, and 1 
Tilia cordata. Their ages are between 20 and 50 years. 
Their height is between 13 and 23m. The diameter of 
the tree crowns is between 5 and 12m. The trees are 
situated mainly near Savinesti Street, which is 
bordering the park.    
Copiilor (Childrens) Park is situated in Timisoara on 
the bank of the river Bega near the center of the town.  
It has nice old trees of different species and used to 
have playgrounds for children.  There are 4 Tilia 
cordata and 1 Tilia platypyilos trees in the park, aged 
between 20 and 60 years. The age of the Tilia 
platyphylos tree is between 40-50 years. The height of 
the cordata trees is between 15 and 24m. The total 
surface of the Tilia cordata tree crowns is 139,73 m2. 
The diameter of the crowns is 4 to 8m. The height of 
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the Tilia platyphylos is 19m. The diameter of the crown 
is 7m. The surface of the tree crown is 28,26m2 The 
Tilia are located in different parts of the green space.  
Rozelor Park (Roses Park) is also situated on bank of 
the river Bega. It is a rose garden with many species of 
roses, but many kinds of trees are present too. There 
are also different little vases, benches, sculptures. 
There are 11 Tilia cordata in the park. The total 
surface of the tree crowns is 250,13m. The ages of the 
trees are between 30 and 50 years. The height of the 
trees is between 14 and 16m. The diameter of the 
crowns is between 5 and 7m. There are also 45 Tilia 
alba trees in the park. The total surface of the tree 
crowns is 1258m, the age of the trees is between 30 
and 50 years. The medium height is 14m. The diameter 
of the tree crowns is between 6 and 8 m2. The trees are 
situated on the edges of the green space.  
Centrul Civic (Civic Center) Park, is situated in the 
center of Timisoara, behind Bega Store House. The 
green space appeared forty years ago, when the region 
was rebuilt after the demolition of an old building. 
There are 84 Tilia cordata trees in the park. The trees 
are 30 to 40 years old, 13 to 17m high. The total 
surface of the tree crowns is 2430,36 m2. The diameter 
of the tree crowns is between 6 and 9m. The trees were 
planted all over the green space. When the park was 
created 40 years ago the tree species were mixed 
equally in the whole area. Civic Center Park is rather a 
transit area than a place where people come to walk in 
their free time.   
Alpinet Park is situated on the bank of the river Bega, 
in central town. It is not a great green space, but it has 
a nice design, and contains many species of trees and 
shrubs.  There are 14 Tilia platyphylos individuals in 
the park. The total surface of the tree crowns is 
372,88m. The trees are aged between 30 and 60 years. 
The height of the trees is 6 to 7m. The diameter of the 
tree crowns is between 10 and 18 m.  
Tilia cordata and platyphylos trees can be found all 
over the town, on the side of lanes, in parks, in alleys, 
being between the common species in Timisoara. Tilia 
trees represent a great ecological and esthetic value 
wherever they are located. The trees have a nice shape, 
and contribute a lot to the outlook of the areas where 
they are planted. In certain places Tilia trees are 
avoided because of their relatively great height at 
maturity. Another problem can be the roots, which lift 

and destroy the pavements if the trees are near to the 
paved parts of the street. 
 
Results and Discussions 
 
Tilia cordata and Tilia platyphylos are important 
species, present in many green spaces of Timisoara, but 
many times only one of them in a certain area. The 
trees contribute a lot to the out look of certain urban 
areas. There are trees which are very old and have a 
great visual and ecological value, while others are 
younger. The species is present in all important parks 
of Timisoara, and can be found in many streets also. 
Their numbers and importance are variable. The 
individuals are sometimes concentrated near building 
or streets, where have been planted years ago with a 
special purpose, and often can be found in rows along 
alleys. Tilia trees are considered generally being of 
great value, and their presence is appreciated especially 
in central parts of the town and on boulevards. The size 
of the tree at maturity, and the roots can represent a 
problem in certain situations. Tilia trees are considered 
valuable for their flowers too. 
 
Conclusions 
 
1.Tilia trees are present in nearly all the parks of 
Timisoara, in greater or smaller numbers, as well as on 
many streets. The species is   present in the central 
parks of the town where many valuable plants have 
been planted during the years.  
2.The trees have ages up to 80 years and according 
features, but many are young. They have ecologic and 
esthetic value. 
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TILIA PLATYPHYLLOS 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Large leaved Lime with interesting shape 
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TILIA CORDATA 

         
Small leaved Lime leaves 
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